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CAMPAIGN FOR QUALITY CARE

Senator John Heinz; Kirk Douglas, Honorary Chair of Campaign for Quality Care; and Congressman Claude Pepper
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NURSING HOME REFORM LAW
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NURSING HOME REFORM LAW

• Enacted December 1987 as part of Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1987.

• Changed all federal nursing home law for facilities receiving Medicare or Medicaid 

reimbursement, or both, with uniform requirements for both programs.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION

• New requirements

– Quality of life

– Residents rights (transfer/discharge; 24-hour visitation; more)

– Nurse aide training

– Comprehensive resident assessment

– Care plans based on assessment

– More
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SURVEY

• Multidisciplinary survey teams

• Surveyors must be trained and pass test before conducting surveys

• All complaint and standard (annual) surveys to be unannounced
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ENFORCEMENT

• Comprehensive list of intermediate sanctions (civil money penalties, denial of 

payment for new (all) admissions, monitors, temporary management, termination.

• Requirement for a state process to determine which penalties to impose (more 

significant penalties for repeated or uncorrected deficiencies). 
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POSITIVE FACTORS IN THE 1980s
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HCFA STAFF

• Draft federal proposals that advocates would oppose (e.g., eliminating residents’ 

rights entirely from Conditions of Participation) appeared in advocates’ mail in plain 

envelopes, presumably sent by HCFA staff.
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ROBERT PEAR, THE NEW YORK TIMES

• Robert Pear (1949-2019) was a reporter at The New York Times who was 

extraordinarily knowledgeable about nursing home (and many other domestic 

policy) issues and wrote regularly, often on the front page.
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KIRK DOUGLAS

• Kirk Douglas was honorary Chair of advocates’ Campaign for Quality Care.
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NURSING HOME INDUSTRY 

• Nursing home trade associations participated fully in Campaign for Quality Care.

• American Health Care Association’s CEO testified in favor of the nursing home 

reform bills.
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CONGRESS WAS DIFFERENT

• Congress was less partisan and Members were more respectful of each other than 

today.

• Senate Aging Committee (July 1982 hearing)

– Republicans were moderate: John Heinz (PA), Charles Percy (IL), William Cohen 

(ME), David Durenburger (MN), Charles Grassley (IA).



45Copyright © Center for Medicare Advocacy

HOUSE AND SENATE

• 1980 election (1981-1982): Republicans gained control of Senate; Democrats, House

• 1982 election (1983-1984): Republicans controlled Senate; Democrats, House

• 1984 election (1985-1986): Republicans controlled Senate; Democrats, House

• 1986 election (1987-1988): Democrats controlled Senate and House
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For further information, to receive the 

Center’s free weekly electronic newsletter, CMA Alert, 

update emails and webinar announcements, contact:

Communications@MedicareAdvocacy.org

Or visit

MedicareAdvocacy.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Thank you for joining us!


